Article by Dutrie in 1946

The series of V. splendens constitutes the aristocracy of the genus.

• V. splendens Brongniart, French Guiana. A very beautiful species with upright leaves, then curved outward, leathery, ornamented on both sides with blackish brown bands, regularly spaced on a green background. The inflorescence is an ensiform, flattened spike 40 cm long, with bracts of a magnificent scarlet.

• V. splendens major Hort. This is the same plant, but much stronger in all its parts. However, the transverse bands are of a brown, less dark and less sharply defined than the type. Occasionally among some specimens it may be observed that on the underside of the leaves the space between the bands is tinged with brown. The floral stem attains a length of 80 cm and bears a spike larger than that of the type, but of the same scarlet color.

• V. splendens mortfontanensis Hort. Chantrier. The plant is of a size in​termediate between the two preceding plants, with leaves more upright, and with black-brown bands. The inflorescence attains a length of 60-70 cm, but the spike is not larger than that of V. splendens. The color of the bracts is perhaps a little darker.

• V. splendens chantrieri. This superb plant appeared for the first time at the 1939 Floralies in Belgium. Presented by its originator, M. J. Chantrier of Morte​fontaine, it was awarded the prize for new plants. It is of a size at least as well developed as that of V. splendens major, with the coloration of the foliage of V. splendens, and has an inflorescence of 90 cm in length, a spike broader than that of V. splendens major and of a more beautiful scarlet. It is probably a hybrid of these first two, a superb addition.

Sometimes, in batches of V. splendens major one comes across those in which the inflorescence carries two or three branches. It is unfortunate that these, when poorly developed, present a poor appearance. They may occur too high or too low on the floral stem, and be too erect, giving the appearance of being stuck onto the principal spike so that the inflorescence gains nothing in beauty but even loses in elegance. It is, however, probable that this tendency towards branching will bring forth some day a branched inflorescence that is well formed and more elegant.

One peculiarity to point out in V. splendens major, and, more characteristic still in V. splendens chantrieri, is that the offsets are formed at the time of flower​ing and remain attached to the base of the flowering plant the following year. For this reason it is possible to obtain a year after the first a second flowering giving simultaneously, according to the number of offsets, two or three flowers in this way forming quite remarkable specimens. Let us note that with other vrieseas the flowering of the offsets occurs only after two or three years.

